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MOUNT AIRY/SURRY COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY      

MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 
 

 
The Mount Airy/Surry County Airport Authority met on September 30, 2021 for an Airport Authority 
meeting. The meeting was held at 6:00 pm at the Mount Airy/Surry County Airport, 146 Howard 
Woltz, Jr. Way, Mount Airy, North Carolina.   
 
Authority members present in-person for the meeting, at various times, were Authority Chairman 
Larry Johnson, Authority Member Van Tucker, Authority Member Eddie Harris, Authority Member 
Mark Marion, Authority Member Bill Goins and Authority Member Jon Cawley. Authority Member 
Ron Niland had an excused absence.  
 
Others present in-person for the meeting, at various times, included: 
Sandy Snow, Assistant County Manager 
Rhonda Nixon, Finance Officer 
Ed Woltz, Authority Attorney 
George Crater, Airport Manager 
Brinkley Church, Surry County 
Jeanette Hege, Surry County 
Nathan Walls, Authority Secretary 
Tim Gruebel, Parrish and Partners 
______ ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Authority Chairman Johnson called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. He commented on 
how nice the Airport looks. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Authority Chairman Johnson requested the Airport Authority consider the minutes of the July 22, 
2021 Airport Authority meeting as presented. Upon motion of Authority Member Marion, seconded 
by Authority Member Goins, the Airport Authority voted unanimously to approve the minutes as 
written.     
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Rhonda Nixon, Finance Officer, provided a financial update, saying that fuel sale revenue was solid in 
July and August of 2021. She said the Airport had surpassed expectations on fuel sale revenue. Ms. 
Nixon said the Airport’s revenues were $20,000 more than expenses.  
 
Ms. Nixon provided recommendations on how to resolve concerns from the auditors regarding a 
proposed flight school contract. Ed Woltz, Authority Attorney, said he understands the auditors’ 
concerns, but will work with them to try to find a solution. There was additional detailed discussion 
about the topic including from the Airport Authority; Mr. Woltz; Sandy Snow, Assistant County 
Manager; and Jeanette Hege and Brinkley Church of Surry County. Mr. Woltz said he hopes to 
address all the auditors’ concerns and address the situation in an acceptable manner. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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George Crater, Airport Manager, provided a construction update, saying that the Phase II 
construction project is complete.  
 
He said staff has erosion and grading issues to address. 
 
Tim Gruebel of Parrish and Partners told the Airport Authority that there is no funding left from the 
Phase II construction project. 
 
Mr. Crater said that paving has occurred to prepare for future construction. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Crater provided an operations update.  
 
He said that $1.3 million, with a 10 percent required match from Surry County Government, has been 
approved by the NCDOT Division of Aviation for the future parallel taxiway project. Mr. Crater said he 
hopes to have the project ready to bid on after Christmas 2021. 
 
Mr. Gruebel said over 20,000 cubic yards of dirt from the Phase II construction project was placed in 
the cavity near the Airport entrance, to save money for the hole to be filled on the parallel taxiway 
project. 
 
Discussion took place about potential future T-hangars that could be constructed following the 
parallel taxiway completion. Mr. Crater illustrated the parallel taxiway and potential T-hangar 
projects on drawings. 
 
The process of design work, advertising for bids, selection of the winning bid and construction of the 
parallel taxiway was discussed. 
 
The possibility of inflation affecting construction costs was discussed. 
 
The Airport Authority and Mr. Woltz discussed the Frontier Natural Gas project revision, saying it 
would be a positive impact for the Airport.       
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Woltz reviewed a special appropriation agreement that pertained to the City of Mount Airy 
contributing $10,000 to the Airport budget. The Airport Authority engaged in a lengthy discussion, 
with Authority Member Tucker and Authority Member Harris pointing out what they disliked about it. 
Ms. Nixon said it would require a large amount of additional work for her staff.    
 
After a considerable amount of further discussion, Mr. Woltz said he would work with the City of 
Mount Airy’s attorney and bring back revisions to the next Airport Authority meeting. 
 
Authority Chairman Johnson spoke with City of Mount Airy officials later. City of Mount Airy officials 
agreed to provide the $10,000 to the Airport budget without an agreement.      
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mr. Crater provided an Airport maintenance update. He said that three hangars had been painted.  
Mr. Crater said the number of mowing projects had tripled for the same cost, using a different 
contractor. 
 
Authority Member Tucker and Authority Member Harris recommended measures to reduce 
unneeded vegetation on the property.   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In other business, the following topics were discussed: 
 
Mr. Church said that traffic has increased; he stated seven jets flew in the week of September 30.  
 
Ms. Hege said Enterprise Rent-A-Car of Mount Airy has been doing a great job dropping off cars prior 
to 8 a.m. for potential customers. She also detailed different charter flights that have flew in, with a 
company representative discussing renting a hangar. 
 
Mr. Church said one company expressed an interest in moving their office from Statesville to Mount 
Airy if hangar space was available. 
 
Authority Chairman Johnson said the new terminal conceptual design would cost approximately 
$7,500. He said that he, Chris Knopf, County Manager, and Airport staff met about the conceptual 
design with Lindsey Architecture, who said that $2.9 million could furnish an 8,000-to-10,000 square 
feet terminal. Mr. Crater said the current terminal is 1,800 square feet. Authority Chairman Johnson 
said the Surry County Economic Development Partnership could have offices in the new terminal. 
 
Authority Chairman Johnson and staff discussed the upcoming Airport car show and fly-in. Ms. Hege 
said she thinks the event would give the Airport a larger presence. 
 
Discussion occurred about the need to hook into natural gas during the Frontier Natural Gas project. 
 
The Airport Authority thanked staff for their great work. 
 
Authority Member Harris and Authority Member Tucker thanked Authority Member Cawley for the 
City of Mount Airy’s $10,000 contribution to the Airport budget. 
 
Authority Chairman Johnson said the Thursday, November 18 Airport Authority meeting will be 
rescheduled to Tuesday, November 16 because the City of Mount Airy is holding their Board of 
Commissioners’ meeting on November 18. The meeting will be held in the Historic Courthouse in 
Dobson.     
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Upon motion of Authority Member Goins, seconded by Authority Member Cawley, the Airport 
Authority voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 7:18 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Larry Johnson      Nathan Walls 
Airport Authority Chairman     Airport Authority Secretary 


